




	GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 12, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk175745972]BEING AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 2
SETTING FEES AND CHARGES FOR RECORDS PRODUCED PURSUANT TO THE ACCESS TO PUBLIC RECORDS ACT (APRA)
	
WHEREAS, The City of Wabash maintains records and documents access to which can be requested by persons as defined by APRA; and 

WHEREAS, the Indiana legislature has set guidelines concerning how much public agencies, which would include the City of Wabash and its departments, may charge a requested of information pursuant to APRA; and  

WHEREAS, there is an expense involved when the City or its departments makes copies of items requested under APRA; and  

WHEREAS, The City desires to recover some of these expenses as provided by law;  

NOW THEREFORE, Be it ordained by the Common Council of the City of Wabash, Indiana as follows:

SECTION 1.  Chapter 4, Article 2, Division I, is hereby amended by deleting the entire Division and adding in its place the following: 



DIVISION 1. – FEES FOR ITEMS PRODUCED PURSUANT TO APRA AND OTHER REQUESTS

Section  4-8. Fees for copies of APRA records or documents.

a.  The City, through its Departments, is authorized to charge fees for the reproduction of records, including but not limited to, reports, photographs, statements, etc., except to the extent such fees are covered by a federal or state statute or regulation, as follows:

                       1.  Certified copies of a Document 		$ 5.00 per document
                       2.  Copies-non color		$   .10 per page                      3.  Copies-color		$   .25 per page
	
b.  If the City can establish that the actual cost, which is defined as the cost of paper and the per-page cost for use of copying or facsimile equipment and does not include labor cost or overhead cost, to the City of producing copies exceeds what is set forth in subsection a, the City can charge the greater cost; however, to do so, the City must provide a fee schedule showing how that cost was calculated.

Section 4-9. Fees for Law Enforcement Recordings.

a.    The City, through its Departments, is authorized to charge fees for the reproduction of audio or video Law Enforcement Recordings, including Fire Incident Videos, as follows:

1. 0 to 30 minutes in length		$  50.00
2. 31 to 60 minutes in length		$100.00
3. 61 to 75 minutes in length		$125.00
4. 76 minutes or longer		$150.00.

b.    In addition to the costs set forth in subsection a. above, for items a.1 through a.3, the City may also charge the actual cost of any media upon which the City transfers the requested recording. 

Section 4-10. Fees for Release Records Not Subject to APRA.

a.   The City, through its Departments, is authorized to charge a fee for copies of records not subject to APRA, the lesser of APRA rates hereinabove set forth or:

1. Copies of EMS reports and billings, 			$5.00 per report
2. Copies of Police reports					$5.00 per report
3. Copies of Fire reports					$5.00 per report
4. Fire or Police Photographs 					$10.00 per photo

Section 4-11. Fee Rules Pertaining to All Requests.

a. The City may not charge a fee to a person for inspecting a public record.
b. The City may not charge a fee to search for a record in response to a request.
c. The City may not charge a fee to examine or review a record to determine whether the record may be disclosed.
d. The City may not charge a fee to send a copy of a public record by electronic mail, unless otherwise authorized by federal or state law. 
e. The City may charge postage or a delivery fee equal to the actual cost of postage or delivery.

Section 4-12. Charge for Presentment of a Non-sufficient Sums Check. 

Any person or firm presenting a check or draft which is returned to the City of Wabash by the bank upon which it was drawn as unpaid, shall be assessed a sum, in addition to the face amount of said check, which sum shall be a charge of fifteen dollars ($15.00) or five percent (5%) of the face amount of the check or draft, whichever is greater, not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and if the matter must be turned over to a third party to institute collection efforts against the presenter, he City may also recover it costs of collection, including reasonable attorney’s fee.
	
Section 4-13. Reserved.

               
SECTION 2. All prior ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with any provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage by the Common Council.

 PASSED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WABASH, INDIANA THIS ______ DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2024.
      By:
_________________________________		
John Burnsworth, President of the Common Council

      PRESENTED BY ME TO THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WABASH ON THE  ______ DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2024 AT THE HOUR OF _______ O’CLOCK ___

      ________________________________
      Melanie Givens Penn, Clerk-Treasurer

      THIS ORDINANCE WAS APPROVED AND SIGNED ON THE ________ DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2024 AT THE HOUR OF _______ O’CLOCK ____M.
      
						__________________________________________
Scott A. Long, Mayor

      ATTEST:   

  __________________________________________
Melanie Givens Penn, Clerk-Treasurer






